
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion

October 4, 2026



GATHERING

*CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

*PRELUDE 						             Malcolm Archer
Trio on “All for Jesus”

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

	 Let us worship God! 

	 (Those who are able may stand.) 

	 From north and south, from east and west, we come.
 	 From down the street and from across the world, 
	 we gather.
 	 Christ invites us here, making us one body.
	 Come, let us worship God with joy and praise, knowing 		
	 that at this table, we are home.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

	 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

	 Gracious God, 
	 we thank you for being ever present with us.
	 We know that we are never alone.
	 Your mercies have been faithful and rich.
	 Pour out your Spirit upon us, that we might 
	 do the work of your will. 
	 In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 		
	 Amen.

(The Cross and Bible lead the procession, symbolic of the centrality 
in worship of Jesus Christ - the Living Word, 

and the Bible - the written Word.)

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 265				    DUKE STREET

Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the Sun

About the Prelude

The Prelude is a 
musical offering to help 
move the hearts and 
minds of the gathering 
community from the 
daily struggles of life 
to the worship of God.

Worship on the 
Lord’s Day

Worship begins as 
the people gather - 
greeting one another, 
praying in silence, or 
offering music to the 
glory of God. The act 
of assembling in Jesus’ 
name bears witness to 
the Church’s identity 
and mission as Christ’s 
body in the world.  
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About Hymn 265

This hymn is a classic 
example of how Isaac 
Watts Christianized the 
Psalms, in this case 
Psalm 72:5–19, by 
turning their messianic 
language to New 
Testament equivalents. 
The tune was at 
first nameless and 
anonymous, but is now 
called by the address 
of the supposed 
composer. 





*CALL TO CONFESSION 

	 If we say we have no sin,
	 we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
	 If we can confess our sins,
	 God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins
	 and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
									             (1 John 1:8-9)
	 Let us confess our sins against God and one another.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

	 Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry,
	 too real to hide, and too deep to undo.
	 Forgive what our lips tremble to name,
	 what our hearts can no longer bear,
	 and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment.
	 Set us free from a past that we cannot change;
	 open us to a future in which we can be changed;
	 and grant us grace to grow more and more
	 in your likeness and image;
	 through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

		  (Silent confession)

	 Kyrie							              James MacMillan

3

Call to and Prayer 
of Confession

A call to confession 
expresses God’s 
initiative in calling 
for repentance 
and promising 
forgiveness in Christ. 
As members of 
Christ’s body, we 
confess the reality 
of sin, captivity, 
and brokenness 
in personal and 
common life and
ask for God’s
saving grace.

About the Kyrie 
The Kyrie (Greek  
“kyrios” [Lord]) is 
a corporate musical 
prayer for grace.



*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

		  Believe the Good News:  
		  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

	 *The Peace 

		  Since God in Christ has forgiven us, 
		  let us also forgive one another. 
	
		  The peace of Christ be with you. 
		  And also with you. 

(Please exchange the peace with the words, 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”)

*ACT OF PRAISE (Hymn 513)  		  FESTIVAL CANTICLE

This Is the Feast of Victory

(The congregation is invited to sing with the choir.)

Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation. Refrain.

						    
THE WORD

*
*PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

*SCRIPTURE 

	 Hear the Word of God! Our ears are open. 
	
	 Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20	
		  (Old Testament, page 66 in your pew Bible)
	
	 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

	 Psalm 19, Hymn 61 		    CHRISTUS, DER IST MEIN LEBEN
All Sing
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Act of Praise 

The Act of Praise 
brings together 
the choir and 
congregation to 
sing God’s praise 
in response to the 
Assurance of Pardon 
as the last phrase.





	 Philippians 3:4b-14
		  (New Testament, page 198 in your pew Bible)

*SERMON       	    	  "Moving On" 		          Donovan Drake

	 (A moment for meditation) 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

	 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
	 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard 	
	 equality with God as something to be grasped,
	 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
	 assuming 	human likeness. 
	 And being found in appearance as a human,
	 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 	
	 death-- even death on a cross.
	 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave 	
	 him the name that is above every other name,
	 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should 		
	 bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
	 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 	
	 to the glory of God the Father.

THANKSGIVING

OFFERING

	 Anthem			    Paul Leddington Wright (8:30 am)
						           John Gardner (11:00 am)

Fight the Good Fight

Fight the good fight with all thy might,
Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right;

Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Thy joy and crown eternally.

Run the straight race through God’s good grace,
Life up thine eyes and seek God’s face;

Life with its way before us lies,
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.

Cast care aside, lean on thy guide:
His boundless mercy will provide;

Trust, and thy trusting soul shall prove
Christ is its life, and Christ its love.



Faint not, nor fear, his arms are near;
He changeth not, and thou art dear;

Only believe, and thou shalt see
That Christ is all in all to thee.

Amen.

*DOXOLOGY  				         LASST UNS ERFREUEN

	 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
	 Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
	 Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
	 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
	 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

	 The Lord be with you. And also with you.
	 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

	 Blessed are you, O Lord our God:
	 You led your people out of slavery in Egypt
	 and gave them the gift of your commandments.
	 Still, you call us to follow your way of truth and life.

	 Therefore we praise you, joining the song
	 of the universal church and the heavenly choir:

	 (The congregation may be seated.)
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Doxology

A short hymn of 
praise to the triune 
God (God, Jesus 
Christ, Holy Spirit).
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	 Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior:
	 You sent Jesus, your own beloved Son,
	 to announced the coming of your kingdom.
	 Though the world rejected him, he did not reject us.
	 Remembering your goodness and grace,
	 we offer ourselves to you with gratitude
	 as we share this joyful feast.

	

	 Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and cup;
	 make us one in the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.Let 	
	 us know Christ, in the sharing of his sufferings
	 and in the power of his resurrection from the dead,
	 so that we may become the people you have called.

	 Through the Lord Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Spirit,
	 we bless you, God of glory, now and forever.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

	 Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
	 on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread;
	 and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors;
	 and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
	 and the glory, forever. Amen.

*BREAKING OF THE BREAD

*COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
	 *    
  	 Music during Communion
		     LoI Want to 

The Ways of 
Westminster

There’s a plaque 
at the base of our 
communion table:
In loving memory 
of Joseph Sherwood 
Harvard, minister, 
1970-1978
Colman Harwell 
wrote: Mr. Harvard’s 
relationship with the 
congregation became 
"one of mutual love.”  
Harvard’s “ministry of 
reconciliation” helped 
the congregation to 
understand that in a 
church, there was a 
place for “different 
philosophies.” 

The bread served in 
today's communion 
is gluten-free.
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	 Anthem		

	 8:30 am				             Jacques Bertheir/Taize

Eat This Bread

Refrain:
Eat this bread, drink this cup,

come to me and never be hungry.
Eat this bread, drink this cup,

trust in me and you will not thirst.

I am the bread of life,
the true bread sent from the creator. Refrain

Your ancestors ate manna in the desert,
but this is the bread come down from heaven. Refrain

Anyone who eats this bread, will live forever. Refrain

If you believe and eat this bread,
you will have eternal life. Refrain

		  11:00 am            					     Carlton Young

Bread of the World in Mercy Broken

Bread of the world in mercy broken,
Wine of the soul in mercy shed,

By whom the words of life were spoken,
And in whose death our sins are dead.

Look on the heart by sorrow broken,
Look on the tears by sinners shed;
And be thy feast to us thy token,

That by thy grace our souls are fed.

Bread of the world in mercy broken,
Wine of the soul in mercy shed,

By whom the words of life were spoken,
And in whose death our sins are dead.

Bread of the world in mercy broken,
Amen.



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING 

*HYMN 516                  				            	        KINGDOM
For the Bread Which You Have Broken

*BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE 		                  		                Malcolm Archer 
Carillon

  ___________________
*(Those who are able may stand.)

About the Postlude

The Postlude is
considered the final
Alleluia of worship.

Copyright 
Information
The music used in the 
service this morning 
is copyrighted under 
Christian Copyright 
Licensing International, 
Inc., No. 1121525.





Today @ Westminster

Worship Leaders

Preaching
Rev. Dr. Donovan Drake
Pastor and Head of Staff

Liturgist
Rev. Stephanie Boaz
Associate Pastor of Confregational Care

Lay Liturgists
  8:30 am   Tom Wylly
11:00 am   Lynne Trost

Hearing Assistance
We offer two options to assist 
with hearing during services. 
1.) Download the Sennheiser 
MobileConnect app. 2.) Personal 
FM receivers with an earpiece. 
Receivers and instructions for both 
options are located in the Narthex 
and on the Welsh Dresser in the 
Parlor. Please see an Usher if you 
need assistance.

Large Print Hymns
Looking for large-print hymns? 
They can be found in the Narthex 
at the Sanctuary entrance or in the 
Parlor on the Welsh dresser.

Recorded Worship Services
To watch a service at a later time, 
go to www.nashvillewpc.church 
and scroll down to the Worship 
Service Archive. Click on the 
service you would like to view.

Dial-a-Sermon
Dial 629.206.1073 after 10:15 am 
each Sunday morning to listen to 
the sermon. The sermon will be 
available all week.

Childcare
Childcare is available on Sundays 
from 8:15 am to 12:00 pm.

Nursery - Room 146

Toddlers & 2s - Room 152

3s - 5s - Room 151

Copyright Information
The music used in the service 
this morning is copyrighted under 
Christian Copyright Licensing 
International, Inc., No. 1121525.

Our Mission
Ordinary people testifying to the 
extraordinary light found in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

“For it is the God who said, ‘Let 
light shine out of darkness,’ who 
has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
But we have this treasure in clay 
jars, so that it may be made clear 
that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come 
from us.”   
(2 Corinthians 4:6-7)
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Communion Preparation
Maggie Lucy and Alyson Thomas

Music
  8:30 am   Laudate Choir
11:00 am   Westminster Choir

John Semingson
Director of Music Ministries

Stephen Z. Cook
Organist

Flower Dedication
The flowers are given to the glory of God in loving 
memory of Bob and Pat Richardson and Ward DeWitt, Jr. 
by their families. 

Red Rose
The red rose in the Chancel gives glory and thanksgiving 
to God for the birth of a son, John Nolan Porter, on 
September 23, 2026 to Beth and Adam Porter. Big 
brothers Mayes and Clark have a new little brother!

The red rose in the Chancel gives glory and thanksgiving 
to God for the birth of a son, George Bryant Mace, on 
September 25, 2026 to Eric Mace and Laura 
Hebenstreit. Grandparents, Rachel and Jerry Mace, are 
elated. Big brother, Whit, is happy as can be!



"I press on toward the goal, toward the prize 
of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 3:14 
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Welcome

Westminster Presbyterian Church welcomes you to share our common journey to 
become more faithful disciples of Christ. Any who are interested in joining us in 
this journey are invited to contact Stephanie Boaz, sboaz@nashvillewpc.org, or call  
615.292.5526, the church office.

Who benefits from the goals you set? 

What are goals have you reached and what are some you’re reaching for? 

Is Paul’s goal for himself or for…? 

The Ways of Westminster

Rev. KC Ptomey was pastor of Westminster 
from 1981-2008 Rev. Ptomey also wanted 
communion served more often. Westminster 
began serving communion each Sunday during 
Lent and Advent. He commissioned a cross to 
be carved and mounted on an eight-foot pole, 
carried in at the beginning of the opening 
procession each Sunday, and then placed on 
a stand at the front of the sanctuary until the 
recessional. The same was true for the pulpit 
Bible, which was carried in behind the cross and 
then carried out at the end of the service. The 
Choir then followed, and the pastors entered 
last. The recessional followed the same order: 
first the cross, followed by the Bible, the choir, 
and the ministers. 

TODAY @ WESTMINSTER



Having trouble hearing during the service?

We have hearing aids available in the Narthex and instructions to download the 
Sennheiser MobileConnect app. The Sennheiser MobileConnect app is a Wi-Fi audio 
streaming solution that turns smartphones into personal listening and communication 
devices. It provides barrier-free hearing assistance and live translation directly through 
your personal headphones or hearing aids.

Stay informed with the Church Life app

If you need a little help downloading the Church Life app on your 
phone, please contact Hannah Boles, hboles@nashvillewpc.org. The 
app gives you access to the directory, your account to track pledge 
payments, the church calendar, and more! Just go to the Apple App 
Store and download it for free. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Communion kits are available for seniors living 
in a residency or independently.

Please contact Sylvia Leins, srleins@yahoo.com 
to receive one or add someone you know to the 
list for the next Communion Sunday.

Are you up-to-date on all the WPC news?
We send emails out to the congregation and community three plus times a week. 
On Monday, we send an email about our mission work. On Wednesdays, we send 
info about all the events we have going on throughout the month. On Fridays, the 
Sunday info is included in the email. We also have emails from our Children's, 
Youth and Young Families ministries. Please scan the QR code to sign up for the 
emails you would like to receive.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Men’s Bible Study: Scripture for Today
7:00 - 8:00 pm
WPC Chancel

Life is best lived in community. Join us as we study the book of 
Philippians and how it informs our life of faith.

This fall, the men’s bible study will meet every Sunday evening. 

Led by Donovan Drake. 

Women's Bible Study
7:00 p.m. 
Parlor

Join us as we study the book of Philippians and how it informs 
our life in faith.

For more info, contact Ashley Higgins.

October 4
Young Adult Reboot
5:30 pm
Tom & Jane McDow Home

Join us for a Picnic Supper. Enjoy some good fellowship with fun 
and games. RSVP with Sherri Givens, sgivens@nashvillewpc.org.

Begins October 4
Journey with Jesus
5:00 p.m. • Room 196

The first book we will study together is Tom Long's "Testimony: 
Talking Ourselves into Being Christian." 

For more info, contact Suzie Lane, suzielane0@gmail.com.



ANNOUNCEMENTS



ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Murdoch MacLeod • 
Library

We will discuss this week's 
gospel lesson.

For more info, please 
contact Paul DeWitt, 
pdewitt@comcast.net.

Journeys • 
Overlook Room

God Always Prevails
Matthew 21:33-46

For more info, please 
contact Krissie Self,
krissiebself@gmail.com.

Sunday School Classes Begin at 9:45 am

Covenant Class • Fellowship Hall

The Church and Contemporary Political Dysfunctions
Dr. Mark Douglas, Director of Center for Theology & 
Contested Publics at Columbia Theological Seminary

Faith & Fellowship • 
214

Fellowship and Bible study 
for folks who are "empty 
nesters" to "early retirees."
Led by Donovan Drake.

October 4 - October 25
Fall New Member & Inquirer Class
Goodpasture Hall

If interested in joining, please contact Stephanie Boaz, 
sboaz@nashvillewpc.org.



ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Next week...
Join us October 11 in Covenant Class for a discussion with Tiffany Cloud-Mann. Tiffany  
serves as the Eldercare Coach and Community Partnerships Manager at AgeWell Middle 
Tennessee, where she provides expert guidance, phone consultations, and resources for 
family caregivers.

AgeWell Middle Tennessee is a regional nonprofit organization that champions positive 
aging and connects older adults and caregivers with essential community resources. 
Originally founded in 1985 as the Council on Aging of Greater Nashville, the organization 
operates across 13 counties in Middle Tennessee.



KOINONIA YOUTH MINISTRY

9:45 am • 
Sunday School • 
Koinonia Youth Café

Join us for Sunday School and 
Confirmation class.

6:00 pm • 
Youth Group •
Koinonia Youth Café

MUSIC MINISTRY
Sunday Rehearsals
4:00-4:50 pm  - Children's Choirs
    	     Alleluia Choir
    	     Gloria Choir       

	 		  Jubilate Choir
	 		
	 		  Tintinnabulation Integenerational Handbell Choir

5:00-6:00 pm
    	     Laudate Youth Choir

	 		  Chiming Children





 8:30 & 11:00 am • Worship Services  9:45 am • Sunday School

Children and Worship
Childcare is available for children who 
are infants through kindergarten during 
both services. While childcare is available, 
children are always welcome in worship.
There are quiet toys and worship bags for 
children. They may be found in baskets 
in the Parlor and in the back of the 
Sanctuary. The bags have plain paper, 
crayons, a pencil and a children’s bulletin.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
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Intergenerational Sunday School in 
the courtyards - August 2, 9, and 16 
 
Dress comfortably for August Sunday 
School. We will be outside as we explore 
a Bible story, snacks and activities will be 
provided. There will be a service project 
each week as well.

Today is world communion Sunday. People all around the 
world are remembering Jesus.

What is a story about Jesus that you like?

Draw a picture of Jesus doing something fun with you.

Living Out the Word



Joy in Learning creatively shares God’s 
gifts of play through the arts and other 
activities. As we gather in community, we 
promote connection, understanding and 
caring relationships. This is a welcoming 
environment for all ages as well as 
those from diverse cultural, ethnic and 
economic backgrounds.

Tuesdays
November 3, 10, 17, 24 
& December 1
Clay Weaving &  
Luminaries
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

To learn more about this 
class, please scan the QR 
code.

Thursdays
October 8, 15, 22, 29
Christmas Gifts
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Scan the QR code to 
register.

Fridays
October 9, 16, 23, 30
Christmas Gifts
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Scan the QR code to 
register.

JOY IN LEARNING



MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

October 19
Westminster Golf Outing
Hermitage Golf Course
11:00 am – Registration and lunch 
12:30 pm – Shotgun Start 
Cost – $125 per person
Friends of Westminster are welcome to 
play. All proceeds and donations 
will benefit Westminster Home 
Connection.  Scan QR code to 
register.

FORE

November 7, 8
November 14, 15

We need folks for September 26, 27. Join us!
Scan the QR code to register.

Habitat Build

November 12
Room In The Inn

Registration is now available to help 
with RITI this fall.

Scan the QR code to 
register.

Room In The Inn



Sophie Maness
Exec Director of Children's 

& Community Life Ministries
smaness@nashvillewpc.org

John Semingson
Director of Music Ministries

johns@nashvillewpc.org

MINISTRY TEAM

3900 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205-1899

615.292.5526 | www.nashvillewpc.church

Donovan Drake
Pastor

ddrake@nashvillewpc.org

Guy D. Griffith 
Associate Pastor for 

Pastoral Care and Teaching
ggriffith@nashvillewpc.org

Ashley Higgins
Associate Pastor

for Young Families
ahiggins@nashvillewpc.org

Stephanie Boaz
Associate Pastor for
Congregational Care

sboaz@nashvillewpc.org

Will Wellman
Director of Theology and 
Community Initiatives

wwellman@nashvillewpc.org

Adam DeVries
Parish Associate for Youth
adevries@nashvillewpc.org

Sarah Bird Kneff
Associate Pastor for

Adult Faith Formation
skneff@nashvillewpc.org

Stephen Z. Cook
Organist
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