Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion
September 6, 2026
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CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
About the Prelude PRELUDE arr. David N. Johnson
The Prelude is a Of the Father’s Love Begotten
musical offering to help
move the hearts and *CALL TO WORSHIP

minds of the gathering

community from the .
daily struggles of life Let us worship God!

to the worship of God.
(Those who are able may stand.)

Worship on the A new song awaits us;

Lord’s Day God’s Spirit is coming.

Worship begins as Neighbors from far and wide

the people gather - will pour out from their doorways.
gree_trl]ng_r?nﬁ:nzcher, God’s joy will be alive in the streets;
gizf?eyrlin% Imjlsi cntco ’tr? er friend.s and. s‘grangers will gather.
glory of God. The act All will rejoice;

of assembling in Jesus’ together, we will breathe

name bears witness to a deep sigh of peace

the Church’s identity t h t

and mission as Christ’s as we turn (.)ur . earts

body in the world. toward the justice of the Lord.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

God of goodness,

when we gather, we are with you.
Bind us together in your promise,
that our dark nights will soon be over,
and the brightness of day will be near.
The hour has come. Salvation is here.
Let us be your light.

Let us be your love. Amen.

(The Cross and Bible lead the procession, symbolic of the centrality
in worship of Jesus Christ - the Living Word,
and the Bible - the written Word.)

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 1 NICAEA
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!




THE TRIUNE GOD

1 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!

Descant
9 - r— i = ) 14 O A i |
\;)v 3 i 1 i i T i 1
4 Ho - - - ly,
| | | |
=== =
| I J &
K/ \-/r _.L\_/‘L
1 Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might -y!
2 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - Iy! all the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! though the dark-ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might -y!
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Ear - ly in the morn - ing our song shall rise to thee.
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass-y sea;
thoughthe eye of sin - ful-ness thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea.
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Much of the imagery of this hymn comes from Revelation 4:2-11, which its author, an Anglican bishop,
knew as a reading appointed for Trinity Sunday. The tune, written specifically for this text, reinforces the
Trinitarian theme by strong dependence on the D-major triad.

TEXT: Reginald Heber, 1827, alt.;
Korean trans. The Christian Literature Society of Korea; Spanish trans. Juan B. Cabrera
MUSIC: John Bacchus Dykes, 1861; desc. David McKinley Williams, 1948
Korean Trans. The Christian Literature Society of Korea
Music Desc. © 1948, ren. H. W. Gray Co., Inc. (a div. of Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp.)

NICAEA
11.12.12.10




THE TRIUNE GOD

) & | - o P |
o L_ I I - [ 2 = I [ = o I ]
G rta—F ]
S . .
ho - - - ly,
e ——— ——
=
e
Ho-1ly ho-ly, ho - Iy! mer - ci - ful and might - y!
cher-u-bimand ser-a - phim fall - ing down be - fore thee,
on - ly thouart ho - ly; there is none be - side thee,
Ho-1ly ho-ly, ho - Iy! mer - ci - ful and might - y!
/\
: Iy s S . . =
L I — - - % { -
I ° p
) 4
D—— i | H I } —1 2 ! 77— H
o) ' ‘ ' ' ' ‘ ' ' | ! '
God in three per-sons, bless-ed  Trin - i- ty
1) u | | .
4 i ' ' I i i
G —— T e
3 s ¢ % 7 oo
N—
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1 jSanto! jSanto! ;Santo! Sefior omnipotente, 1 ASASEAF d532 F9
siempre el labio mio loores te dard. o] 2ol FE &Yt
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CALL TO CONFESSION Call to and Prayer

of Confession

Let us lay aside the works of evil A call to confession

and put on the armor of goodness. expresses God’s
Let us live honorably’ initiative in calling
putting on the Lord Jesus Christ, ‘f—;r dr?)‘r)g:qt;inncge
to whom we confess now. forgiveness in Christ.
As members of
PRAYER OF CONFESSION Christ’s body, we
confess the reality
. . of sin, captivity,
Gracious Savior, and brokenness
you have made your law clear: in personal and
Love. Love one another. common life and

ask for God'’s

Owe one another nothing but love. .
saving grace.

Do no wrong to a neighbor.

But we have not mastered what it is to love.

We have fallen short, causing harm to others

through careless action and thoughtless lack of action.
Forgive us.

Teach us how to love more fully,

more perfectly, as generously as you love,

following your law and fulfilling your will through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

(Silent confession)

About the Kyrie
The Kyrie (Greek
“kyrios” [Lord]) is
a corporate musical
prayer for grace.

Kyrie James MacMillan

(Organ introduction)
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Believe the Good News:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

*The Peace

Since God in Christ has forgiven us,
let us also forgive one another.

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

(Please exchange the peace with the words,
“The peace of Christ be with you.”)

*ACT OF PRAISE (Hymn 513) FESTIVAL CANTICLE
This Is the Feast of Victory
(The congregation is invited to sing with the choir.)

Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation. Refrain.

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
Hear the Word of God! Our ears are open.

Exodus 12:1-14
(Old Testament, page 58 in your pew Bible)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Psalm 149, Hymn 550 LAUDATE DOMINUM
All Sing

Romans 13:8-14
(New Testament, page 162 in your pew Bible)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
4



SERMON “The Law of Love" Sarah Bird Kneff
(A moment for meditation)
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The life, death, resurrection,
and promised coming of Jesus Christ
has set the pattern for the church’s mission.
His human life involves the church
in the common life of all people.
His service to men and women
commits the church
to work for every form of human well-being.
His suffering makes the church sensitive
to all human suffering
so that it sees the face of Christ
in the faces of persons in every kind of need.
His crucifixion discloses to the church
God’s judgment on the inhumanity
that marks human relations,
and the awful consequences
of the church’s own complicity in injustice.
In the power of the risen Christ
and the hope of his coming,
the church sees the promise
of God’s renewal of human life in society
and of God’s victory over all wrong.
The church follows this pattern
in the form of its life
and in the method of its action.
So to live and serve
is to confess Christ as Lord.
Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32-33 _
Offering
THANKSGIVING The collection of tithes
and offerings takes

OFFERING place as a response
to the Word. These

actions are signs
Anthem Thomas Atwood of our gratitude for

Teach Me, O Lord the grace of God
proclaimed in

Teach me, O Lord, the way of Thy statutes; the gospel.

And I shall keep it unto the end. To give, please scan
the QR code below:
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=]



Doxology

A short hymn of
praise to the triune
God (God, Jesus
Christ, Holy Spirit).

*DOXOLOGY LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eternal God, holy and mighty, it is truly right and our greatest
joy to give you thanks and praise, and to worship you in every
place where your glory abides...

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the heavenly
choirs and with all the faithful of every time and place, who
forever sing to the glory of your name:
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(The congregation may be seated.)

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord...

Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving as a living
and holy offering of ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the
one crucified and risen Christ. Great is the mystery of faith:
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Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these
gifts of bread and cup, that the bread we break and the cup we
bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ...

Give us strength to serve you faithfully until the promised
day of resurrection, when with the redeemed of all the ages
we will feast with you at your table in glory. Through Christ,
with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory
and honor are yours, eternal God, now and forever.
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

The bread served in
today's communion

Music during Communion is gluten-free.

Anthem Lloyd Pfautsch
Seek to Serve

May I live in the world as one who always seeks to serve.
May I live as one who knows the love of God.
Lord, teach me how to live and how to serve.
With my ears may I hear. With my eyes may I see.
With my lips may I speak. May your Word be heard through me.
Thus as I live each day may love sustain the will to serve.
Amen.




About the Postlude

The Postlude is
considered the final
Alleluia of worship.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING

*HYMN 366

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

*(Those who are able may stand.)

Rondeau

HYFRYDOL

Henry Purcell



CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT

3606 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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This text and this tune occur in almost all English-language hymnals (though not always together). The
transforming power of love motivates the unending praise of the life to come, and this fine Welsh tune
(whose name means “delightful”) gives us a foretaste of endless song.

TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1747, alt.
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1831, alt.

HYFRYDOL
8.7.8.7.D



CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT
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Today @ Westminster
Worship Leaders

Preaching
Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff
Associate Pastor for Adult Faith Formation

Liturgist
Rev. Ashley Higgins
Associate Pastor for Young Families

Lay Liturgists
8:30 AM Bob Cooper
11:00 Am Keith Cole

Communion Preparation
Debbie and Mike Sandwith

Music
8:30 AM Chamber Choir
11:00 AM  Westminster Choir

John Semingson
Director of Music Ministries

Stephen Z. Cook
Organist

Flower Dedication

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of Jim Crafton from Kim, Elizabeth,

Mary Helen, Matt and grandson, James.

The flowers in the Parlor are given to the glory of God in
loving memory of Daniel Patte by Aline Patte, his children,

grandchildren, and great grandchildren.

Hearing Assistance

We offer two options to assist
with hearing during services.

1.) Download the Sennheiser
MobileConnect app. 2.) Personal
FM receivers with an earpiece.
Receivers and instructions for both
options are located in the Narthex
and on the Welsh Dresser in the
Parlor. Please see an Usher if you
need assistance.

Large Print Hymns

Looking for large-print hymns?
They can be found in the Narthex
at the Sanctuary entrance or in the
Parlor on the Welsh dresser.

Recorded Worship Services

To watch a service at a later time,
go to www.nashvillewpc.church
and scroll down to the Worship
Service Archive. Click on the
service you would like to view.

Dial-a-Sermon

Dial 629.206.1073 after 10:15 Am
each Sunday morning to listen to
the sermon. The sermon will be
available all week.

Childcare
Childcare is available on Sundays
from 8:15 AmM to 12:00 pMm.

Nursery - Room 146
Toddlers & 2s - Room 152
3s - 5s - Room 151

Copyright Information

The music used in the service
this morning is copyrighted under
Christian Copyright Licensing
International, Inc., No. 1121525.

Our Mission

Ordinary people testifying to the
extraordinary light found in our
Lord Jesus Christ.

“For it is the God who said, ‘Let
light shine out of darkness,” who
has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
But we have this treasure in clay
jars, so that it may be made clear
that this extraordinary power
belongs to God and does not come
from us.”

(2 Corinthians 4:6-7)



TODAY @ WESTMINSTER

LOVE
IIIIC-)ILX'"-NHGE RECONCILE

SHINE
SBMWORD rransrorwm

Which of these three—loving God, loving myself, or loving my neighbor—comes
most naturally to me? Which is hardest?

Who are the neighbors we naturally notice? Who might we be overlooking?

Where is God inviting you to “wake up” right now?

Welcome

Westminster Presbyterian Church welcomes you to share our common journey to
become more faithful disciples of Christ. Any who are interested in joining us in
this journey are invited to contact Stephanie Boaz, sboaz@nashvillewpc.org, or call
615.292.5526, the church office.

Having trouble hearing during the service?

We have hearing aids available in the Narthex and instructions to download the
Sennheiser MobileConnect app. The Sennheiser MobileConnect app is a Wi-Fi audio
streaming solution that turns smartphones into personal listening and communication
devices. It provides barrier-free hearing assistance and live translation directly through
your personal headphones or hearing aids.

Communion kits are available for seniors living
in a residency or independently.

Please contact Sylvia Leins, srleins@yahoo.com
to receive one or add someone you know to the

list for the next Communion Sunday.
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2 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Leadership Transition Website
How in the world will we find our next Senior Pastor? What's the
difference between the Transition Team and the Pastor Nominating
Committee? How can I voice the qualities that I find important for
7 our next leader? You can find all these answers and more on our
new website, WLTNashville.church, which details the whole pastoral
transition process. Also on this website, you'll find the visioning
. W covenant, purpose and mission statements guiding the prayerful
process of filling Donovan's shoes. You can leave comments and
guestions on the Feedback page, and its Updates page is where you can watch a video
of our last Congregational meeting about the transition, as well as read timely updates
on our progress.

Deadline: September 11

Ministry Priority Survey

Ministry priority surveys are still available if you didn't have an
opportunity to complete one when Bill Wilson was here. Copies
are in the church office. Please have it completed and returned by
September 11 if possible.

Elder Nominations

Nominations for next year’s Elder class and Legacy Fund
Trustees (the Class of 2030) are requested from Westminster
members. To hominate a church member, please complete a
suggestion form. Forms can be found in the Parlor by the wood
ballot box, or online at www.nashvillewpc.church (click on
Forms tab). Nominations close on October 11, 2026. For more
information, please contact Krissie Self, Chair, krissiebself@
gmail.com or Terri Eckert, teckert@nashvillewpc.org.

11



ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Sunday School Classes Begin at 9:45 AM

Covenant

#Class

Covenant Class o
Fellowship Hall

Join Carole Bucy for a
discussion on
Representative
Government: Good for
a Church; Good for a
Nation: Influence of
Presbyterians on the
Founding of the United
States.

For more info, please
contact Sarah Bird Kneff,
skneff@nashvillewpc.org.

: | .
Y NEW MEMBER

€ INQUIRER CLASS

V"y ’
JOURNEYS

Murdoch

MacLeod SUNDAY

»  SCHOOL

Gl

Overlook Room

Murdoch MacLeod e

Library Join us for the kickoff of the

Journeys class this year.
We will discuss this week's

gospel lesson.

For more info, please
For more info, please contact Krissie Self,

contact Paul DeWitt, krissiebself@gmail.com.
pdewitt@comcast.net.

Fall New Member & Inquirer Class
September 20 - October 25
Goodpasture Hall

If interested in joining, please contact
Stephanie Boaz, sboaz@nashvillewpc.org.



KOINONIA YOUTH MINISTRY

9:45 AM ©
Sunday School e
Koinonia Youth Café

Donuts & Devos

6:00 PM o
Youth Group e
Koinonia Youth Café

We are off this weekend. Please join us
September 13.

Enjoy Labor Day Weekend!

MUSIC MINISTRY

All Choir rehearsals are off this weekend. Please join us
on September 13.

4 If you have not registered your child for Children's i
Choir, please scan the QR code. E:—- s

If interested or for more info on Tintinnabulation Handbell
Choir, please contact Jennifer Barnes, jbarnesacctg@bellsouth.
net.




CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

Children and Worship 2s are in room 149

Childcare is available for children who 3s are in room 161

are infants through kindergarten during 4s are in room 163

both services. While childcare is available,

children are always welcome in worship. Godly Play/Kindergarten in 183
There are quiet toys and worship bags for

children. They may be found in baskets 4t & 5t Grade in room 292

in the Parlor and in the back of the

Sanctuary. The bags have plain paper, 1st - 3rd Chapel first and then will be
crayons, a pencil and a children’s bulletin. picked up in rooms.

Can you find the following words?

DEBT FULFILLED HOUR LAW LOVE NEIGHBOR SLUMBER TIME
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=2 ANNOUNCEMENTS

L
"
N AN
NS
- -
JH i _ : 3 # September 22
X ~ Ine ~ Y #4 Westminster Book Group

o j.l._\_v 1 TN - R Sl 9:30 AM e Fellowship

z | 10:00 AM e Presentation

September 14 | Goodpasture Hall
Women's Covenant Group
11:30 AMm e BYO Lunch

12:00 pM ® Presentation The Barn: The Secret History of

Goodpasture Hall a Murder in Mississippi by Wright
Thompson

Our speaker will be Sarah Bird Kneff, "

Associate Pastor of Adult Faith Formation. Led by Guy Griffith

Everyone is welcome - men and women! This book re-examines the 1955
torture and murder of 14-year-old

We look forward to seeing you there! Emmett Till, exposing the precise
physical location of the crime

Lisa Atkinson, Ibas1958@gmail.com inside a barn in Sunflower County,
Mississippi, and detailing the

Carolyn Harris decades-long local cover-up.

carolynmorganharris@gmail.com

Peggy Bernstein
peggyjbernstein@gmail.com

Thursday Morning Theology Group DELAYED

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Thursday Morning Theology Group’s start date
has been delayed. This fall, we'll be covering Jlirgen Moltmann’s Theology of Hope, but
we will not meet until late September or early October.

A start date will be announced in the next few weeks. If you would like to get on an
email list for updates, please email Kris Pardue, kpardue@nashvillewpc.org.



2 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday, September 13
Parents Remember Together
2:30 pM © Overlook Room

| A time for parents who have lost children to meet one another and
share about their children.

For more info, please contact Stephanie Boaz, sboaz@
nashvillewpc.org.

Begins September 16
Westminster Academy
6:30 PMm © Overlook Room

Please join us for a discussion on The Correspondent by
Virginia Evans. Led by Sue Trout. For more info, please contact
Sarah Kneff, skneff@nashvillewpc.org.

restivony Begins October 4 o Journey with Jesus
5:00 Pm ©¢ Room 196

Journey with Jesus Bible study is for adults of all ages. The first
book we will study together is Tom Long's "Testimony: Talking
Ourselves into Being Christian." Discussion oriented gatherings are
intended to grow relationships with God and each other. For more
information, contact Suzie Lane, suzielane0O@gmail.com.

P
((((((

Young Adult Reboot--Coming Soon

For more information:

Sherri Givens, sgivens@nashvillewpc.org
Stephanie Boaz, sboaz@nashvillewpc.org
Ashley Higgins, ahiggins@nashvillewpc.org.

October 1

Blood Drive

9:30 AM - 3:30 PM
Goodpasture Hall

Come one, come all. Make a difference in someone's life.



JOY IN LEARNING

Joy in Learning creatively shares God’s
gifts of play through the arts and other
activities. As we gather in community, we
promote connection, understanding and
caring relationships. This is a welcoming
environment for all ages as well as

those from diverse cultural, ethnic and
economic backgrounds.

Joy in Learning Upcoming Class Schedule
Please scan the QR codes to learn more about
each class, who the leaders are, and to register.

Carving and Stamping with Clay

Fridays | September 4, 11, 18, 25
10:00 Am - 2:00 pM

$40 for the entire 4-day session
Bring your own lunch.

Registration Deadline: September 2

Wheel for Experienced Potters

Thursdays | September 3, 10, 17, 24
4:30 - 7:00 pM

$40.00 includes all supplies

Register by August 27, 2026

Weaving with Clay and Luminaries

Tuesdays

November 3, 10, 17, 24, December 1
10:00 Am - 2:00 pP™M

Limit: 8 participants

$50 includes all supplies
Registration Deadline: November 1, 2026




MINISTRY

Donovan Drake
Pastor
ddrake@nashvillewpc.org

Stephanie Boaz
Associate Pastor for
Congregational Care

sboaz@nashvillewpc.org

Guy D. Griffith
Associate Pastor for
Pastoral Care and Teaching
ggriffith@nashvillewpc.org

Sarah Bird Kneff
Associate Pastor for
Adult Faith Formation
skneff@nashvillewpc.org

Will Wellman
Director of Theology and
Community Initiatives
wwellman@nashvillewpc.org

Sophie Maness
Exec Director of Children's
& Community Life Ministries
smaness@nashvillewpc.org

Ashley Higgins
Associate Pastor
for Young Families
ahiggins@nashvillewpc.org

John Semingson
Director of Music Ministries
johns@nashvillewpc.org

Adam DeVries
Parish Associate for Youth
adevries@nashvillewpc.org

Stephen Z. Cook
Organist
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3900 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205-1899

615.292.5526 | www.nashvillewpc.church



Small Acts. Big Love.”
— A Different Kind of Summer

Sweet Moments and Meaningful Connections

A Hands On Mission Mini-Grant recently helped Karen Richardson turn a caring
idea into action for older adults at Green Hills Apartments. Through a Sweet
Treats Afternoon at Elliston Place Soda Shop and a Bee Kind Creative Morning
at Westminster, residents enjoyed dessert, coffee, crafting, conversation, and
new connections. With support from Joy in Learning and volunteer drivers, these
gatherings helped ease isolation and reminded participants that they are seen
and valued. The residents’ bee-watering flowers will also provide a lasting gift for
their community garden. This is what HOM Mini-Grants are all about: using our
everyday gifts to share God’s love in meaningful ways.

Apply for a Hands On Mission Mini-Grant Today!

You don’t have to do something huge to make a real difference.
Maybe your “what if” is someone else’s answered prayer.

@ (Qu&sﬁon&or M{ea&7 Janet Kuhn « janetkuhn@mac.com - ,I‘" : x;
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Taste and See
Joy in Commandty!

Join us for fun, food & friendship

& Game Night i@|Sunday Lunches

& Curling

Hit the ice with friends

Group & board games, dinner,
laughs and fellowship!

Thursday, September 10
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Dinner catered by Edley’s Bar-B-Que

Price: $20 per person

Thursday, October 1

6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Tee Line Nashville

Limit: 10

$30 for curling and $30 for dinner
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Share a meal together

Sunday, September 27
12:15 p.m.

Maggiano's Mom's Lasagna & 4-Cheese
Ravioli with salad & dessert

Limit: 40

Price: $10 per person

Hiking
Explore trails as a group

Saturday, October 24
9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.
Percy Warner Park
Bring your own lunch.
Carpooling available.

Free

For ages 21-121 - Registration required - Spots are limited

Register at westminsterjoy.org
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