Call Stories 1

The lectionary has provided us with several weeks focused on the disciples
being called into ministry. However, being called to ministry isn't just a
singular moment in time; it is a continuous call we experience in every
moment. At any given time, we have the choice to be light or not, to show
kindness or not, and to be filled with grace or not, extend mercy or not.
Make time for God in the Word—read and listen to how God is calling you
in your life.

God’s Word

John 1:35- 39 The next day John again was standing with two of his
disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is
the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed
Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What
are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means
Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They
came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day.
It was about four o’clock in the afternoon.

Now:

Be still and listen for the call to “stay” or “abide” in Jesus.

God’s Word

Matthew 4:12-23 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he
withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by
the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been
spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "Land of Zebulun, land
of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the
gentiles-- the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for
those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, "Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near." As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net
into the sea for they were fishers. And he said to them, "Follow me, and |
will make you fisher of people." Immediately they left their nets and
followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son
of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee,
mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and
their father and followed him. Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and
curing every disease and every sickness among the people.
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Now:

See the calling of God out of darkness into light. Listen to the Spirit
and how God is calling you to be a light for those who sit in darkness,
those who cry for help.

God’s Word

Mark 6: 7-13 Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called
the twelve and began to send them out two by two and gave them authority
over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their journey
except a staff: no bread, no bag, no money in their belts, but to wear
sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, “Wherever you
enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not
welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust
that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out and
proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons and
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

Now:

Hear God calling you into mission and ministry. Hear that the only
thing God needs is you. The only thing you need is God’s Word.
Listen to the Spirit’s call to be brave with Good News.



