
PREPARING FOR 
END OF LIFE 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School Panel

February 9, 2025
Tiffany Hines



Faith, Medicine 
and End of Life 
Palliative Care

Hospice Care

Locations and Levels of Care

Questions



Faith, Medicine and End of Life 
Palliative Care

Medical specialty, board certification- RN, MD, NP

Philosophy of Care

Provision of services alongside medical treatments
Hospital/outpatient consultants, hospital unit, home visits



Faith, Medicine and End of Life 
Hospice 

Philosophy of Care

Payment for Health Care 

Location of Care 

Health Care Provision by health care team
Nurse, doctor, chaplain, social worker, nurse aide, volunteers, 
grief counselors



Faith, Medicine and End of Life 
Hospice 

Eligibility- Surprise question 

Financial – Medicare benefit 

Must be medically eligible and embrace the hospice philosophy  

Not:
-24/7 care
-Just for the last few days
-For people who want to return to the hospital for further 
interventions



Faith, Medicine and End of Life 

§ How may a family begin the conversation regarding patient 
wishes?

§ How do you approach end of life planning from a medical 
perspective (affirming science)  and as a person of faith?

§ How does a person of faith address quality vs quantity of life? 



Faith, Medicine and End of Life 

How may a family begin the conversation?
Never too early
Low stakes opportunities
Gift

Surrogate decision maker





Faith, Medicine and End of Life 

How do you approach end of life planning from a medical 
perspective (affirming science) and as a person of faith?

Science vs Faith
prognostication

How does a person of faith address quality vs quantity of life? 



Faith, Medicine and End of Life 

§How does hospice differ from ICU?

§How does one avoid a ‘bad death,’ prolonged suffering 
and loss of one’s identity?

§What are the emotions of/family dynamics of ‘letting go’ of 
a family member?



Faith, Medicine and End of Life 

How does hospice differ from ICU?

Life prolonging interventions-ventilator, dialysis, transfusions
Comfort meds/treatments vs continued limited interventions
Visitors, monitors, alarms, labs

Same quality of care- just different goals



Faith, Medicine and End of Life 

How does one avoid a ‘bad death,’ prolonged suffering and 
loss of one’s identity?

What’s a bad death and bad for whom?

Physical symptoms – symptom control vs alertness
Psycho-social-spiritual-existential
Maintain dignity, identity 



Faith, Medicine and End of Life 

What are the emotions of/family dynamics of ‘letting go’ of a 
family member?

Anticipatory Grief
Withdrawal 
Psycho-social-spiritual-existential
Maintain dignity, identity 


