


About the Prelude

The Prelude is a
musical offering to
help move the
hearts and minds
of the gathering
community from
the daily struggles
of life to the
worship of God.
Today’s prelude is
from the four-suite
set of 24 pieces de
fantaisie, first
published in 1927.
It is a fantasia on
the Westminster
chimes played
from the clock
tower at the
Westminster
Palace.

Worship on the
Lord’s Day

Worship begins as
the people gather -
greeting one
another, praying in
silence, or offering
music to the glory
of God. The act of
assembling in
Jesus’ name bears
witness to the
Church’s identity
and mission as
Christ’s body in
the world.

GATHERING

(Silence during the Prelude is requested in preparation for worship.)

PRELUDE Carillon de Westminster, op. 54, no. 6  Louis Vierne
*CALL TO WORSHIP
Let us worship God!

(Those who are able may stand.)

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come into God’s presence with singing!

For the Lord is a gracious God,
whose mercy is everlasting;
and whose faithfulness endures to all generations.
(Ps. 100:1, 2, 5)

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Great God, you sent Jesus Christ

to serve the least and save the lost.
Take us in your arms and teach us

to welcome all of your children

so that we may be one family;
in the name of Christ our Savior. Amen.

*HYMN 643 NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT

Now Thank We all Our God

CALL TO CONFESSION

In raising Jesus from the dead
God shattered the power of sin and death.

All the prophets testify
that everyone who believes in Christ
receives forgiveness of sin through his name.
(Acts 10:43)

Let us confess our sin before God and one another.
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About Hymn 643

Although this
hymn is often
used on large
and festive
occasions, its
first two stanzas
had much
humbler
beginnings: they
originated as a
family table
prayer during the
Thirty Years’ War
(1618-1648).
These words
have been
associated with
this tune since
the mid-17th
century. Text:
Martin Rinkart, c.
1636; Music:
Johann Crlger,
1647; harm.
Felix
Mendelssohn,
1840.



Prayer of
Confession

Having praised the
holiness of God, we
must also face the
errant state of the
world and of our
lives, confessing
our unworthiness
to enter into God’s
presence.
Nevertheless, we
approach God with
confidence,
trusting in the
mercy of Jesus
Christ. This turn
from communal
praise to corporate
confession,
established on the
promise of God'’s
grace, is one of the
hallmarks of the
Reformed tradition.

Assurance of Pardon

A declaration of
forgiveness
proclaims the good
news of God’s mercy
and offers the
assurance of pardon
in Jesus’ name. The
liturgist pours water
into the font, which
reminds us of the
grace and cleansing
of our Baptism, and
the baptismal call to
new life in Christ.

Act of Praise

The Act of Praise
brings together the
choir and
congregation to
sing God's praise.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Loving God, as we walk with each other
on the path of discipleship,
we confess that we argue and bicker.
Forgive us when we are distracted by concerns
that keep us from hearing your teaching.
We seek our own glory and privilege,
even as you call us to service and sacrifice.
Forgive us for seeking to be first.
Call us, again, to be your servants,
and teach us to welcome one another
as you welcome all.

(Silent confession)
Kyrie Hal H. Hopson
(Sung responsively by the choir and congregation)

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Believe the Good News:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

*The Peace

Since God in Christ has forgiven us,
let us also forgive one another.

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

(Please exchange the peace with the words,
“The peace of Christ be with you.”)

*ACT OF PRAISE GLORIA PATRI
(Singing together Hymn 581)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH



THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE

Hear the Word of God! Our ears are open.

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8
(New Testament, pages 230-231 in your pew Bible)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Psalm 54, Hymn 812 (sung by the choir)
Kentucky Harmony, 1820

O save me, God, and hear my cry: my prayer to you ascends.
And vindicate me by your might; on you my hope depends.

You, Lord, my help shall ever be, though evil powers assail.
From their designs, my life redeem through grace which cannot fail.

My sacrifice I offer you as thanks for all your grace.
Let me so live that I in death may greet you face to face.

Mark 9:30-37
(New Testament, page 45 in your pew Bible)

SERMON

“Questioning God” Donovan Drake

(A moment for meditation)

*HYMN 839 Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine! ASSURANCE

[See page 6 and 7 for hymn.]

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world

as God’s reconciling community.
This community, the church universal,
is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation

and shares God’s labor of healing the enmities,
which separate people from God and from each other.
Christ has called the church to this mission

and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The church maintains continuity

with the apostles and with Israel

by faithful obedience to Christ’s call.

(From The Confession of 1967)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
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Prayer for
Illumination

A Prayer for
Illumination calls
on the Holy Spirit
to empower

the reading,
understanding,
proclaiming, and
living of God’s word.
This sense of utter
reliance on the
illumination of the
Spirit is an
important and
distinctive mark of
the Reformed
tradition.

Affirmation of Faith

Responding to the
word proclaimed, we
affirm our faith in
the holy, triune God.
This affirmation of
faith is drawn from
sentences of scrip-
ture or the creeds,
confessions, and
catechisms.



About Hymn 839

Sometimes this
prolific 19th-
century
hymnwriter wrote
texts for others to
set, and
sometimes she
created words for
tunes others had
composed. This
text was of the
second kind, and
the resulting close
fit between words
and music has
made them both
popular and

inseparable. TEXT:

Fanny Jane
Crosby, 1873;
MUSIC: Phoebe
Palmer Knapp,
1873.
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THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
Anthem (8:30 a.m.) Anne Quigley

There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord,
for you to reveal yourself to us.
There is a longing in our hearts for love
we only find in you, our God.

For justice, for freedom, for mercy: hear our prayer.
In sorrow, in grief: be near; hear our prayer, O God.
There is a longing in our hearts ...

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort: hear our prayer.
In weakness, in fear: be near; hear our prayer, O God.
There is a longing in our hearts ...

For healing, for wholeness, for new life: hear our prayer.
In sickness, in death: be near; hear our prayer, O God.
There is a longing in our hearts ...

Lord save us, take pity, Light in our darkness.
We call you; we wait: be near; hear our prayer, O God.
There is a longing in our hearts ...




Doxology

A short hymn of
praise to the
triune God (God,
Jesus Christ,
Holy Spirit).

Anthem (11:00 a.m.) Ronald Nelson

Cause Us, O Lord

Cause Us, O Lord our God, to lie down each night in peace,
and to awaken to renewed life and strength.
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer ...
Lord, help us to order our lives by Thy council,
lead us in the paths of righteousness.
Lord, be Thou a shield about us, protect us.
Save our world from sorrow, from hate, and from war.
Curb Thou within us the will to do evil.
Shelter us beneath the shadow of Thy wings.
Cause us, O Lord our God, to lie down each night in peace,
and to awaken to renewed life and strength. Amen.

*DOXOLOGY LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

God of all mercies,
give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts
we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up ourselves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory now and forever.



*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Singing together)
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SENDING
*HYMN 757 KINGSFOLD
Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples
[see pages 10 and 11 for hymn]
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Final from Symphony One, op. 14 Louis Vierne

*(Those who are able may stand.)

John Weaver,
1988.

About the
Postlude

The Postlude is
considered the
final Alleluia of
worship. Today'’s
Postlude is the
sixth and final
movement
dedicated to
Alexandre
Guilmant. Itis
one of Vierne's
most popular
works featuring a
toccata-like
texture above a
thundering pedal.



About Hymn 757

This text placing
stewardship in
the context of
faithful witness
was written by a
retired Presby-
terian minister to
be part of the
1986 steward-
ship campaign
titled “Called to
be Disciples.”
The tune name
recalls the Sus-
sex village where
the arranger first
heard the melo-
dy. TEXT: H.
Kenn Carmichael,
1985; MUSIC:
English Country
Songs, 1893.
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